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UM SEEKS COMMENT ON WEED, PEST PLANS
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana has updated its plans for managing noxious weeds and 
insects and other pests. A public hearing about both plans will be held at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
April 18, in Journalism Building Room 304.
The plans are available online at http://www.umt.edu/sentinel/. People who need a hard 
copy can contact UM ’s Division of Biological Sciences at 243-5122.
The hearing will be moderated by UM weed specialist Marilyn Marler, the author of 
the updated plans. She will offer a brief overview of each plan and accept public comment.
Written comments may be submitted until May 5 by mailing Marilyn Marler, Division 
of Biological Sciences, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812. People also can e- 
mail marilyn.marler@mso.umt.edu.
The Integrated Vegetation Management Plan for UM Natural Areas applies to Mount 
Sentinel and UM land at Fort Missoula. Management goals at both properties include 
restoration of native plant communities and rely heavily on public involvement. (The schedule 
of public stewardship events is online at http://prairiekeepers.dbs.umt.edu/.)
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The updated weed plan is not significantly different from the previous plan, which UM 
adopted in 1998. Weed pulling, re-vegetation, biological controls and ground applications of 
herbicides are still included, with an emphasis on protecting and restoring native plant 
communities.
The main difference is the proposed use o f two new herbicides, Plateau and Escort. 
Plateau is proposed as an additional tool against leafy spurge and Dalmatian toadflax. Its use is 
proposed on a trial basis.
Escort is proposed to help control a new invader, Dyer’s woad. Woad is known from 
only about 10 infestations in Montana, although it is widespread in adjacent states. For the past 
12 years, the University has worked with the Montana Native Plant Society and the Missoula 
County Weed District to control this plant with hand pulling only.
However, a very wet spring in 2005 resulted in an explosion of woad across Montana. 
State agencies that monitor this plant have asked UM to increase our hand-pulling efforts and 
include spot spraying. Tordon, the only herbicide currently used by UM on Mount Sentinel, 
does not affect woad because it is a member of the mustard family.
Marler said that less than one-tenth of an acre will need to be treated with Escort to get 
it back to a level where hand pulling is effective. This year, Dyer’s woad hand-pulls are 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. May 23, June 6 and June 20 at the M trailhead. The public is invited.
The Outdoor Pest Management Plan for UM has not been updated since 1992. The new 
version applies to pest plants, insects and diseases that affect landscaped areas of campus.
The plan strongly emphasizes cultural practices to enhance desired vegetation, with pest
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control playing a supporting role. The new plan differs from the previous one by being more 
specific about cultural practices and pesticides that may be employed.
It also allows for more active turf management at UM ’s Residence Life properties, 
including family housing and Lewis and Clark Village. For the past 14 years, no efforts have 
been made to control dandelions or other weeds at these properties. The proposed change, 
which calls for a lawn service to treat the lawn twice in 2006 and annually in subsequent years, 
was initiated by ongoing complaints to Residence Life maintenance supervisor Brad Hall, who 
may be reached at 243-6034.
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